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Abstract: Language serves as one of the most important components of national identity
and cultural continuity. The Uzbek language, as the state language of the Republic of Uzbekistan,
plays a significant role in preserving national values, historical memory, and cultural heritage. This
study examines the importance of the Uzbek language in the formation of national identity, its
development during the years of independence, and its influence on education, culture, and social life.
The research is based on the analysis of linguistic, historical, and educational sources. The findings
demonstrate that the Uzbek language functions not only as a means of communication but also as a
symbol of national unity and cultural preservation. The study concludes that strengthening the position
of the Uzbek language in education, science, and digital communication is essential for sustainable
cultural development.
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Introduction. Language is a unique social phenomenon that reflects the history, traditions,
worldview, and cultural achievements of a nation. Every nation preserves its identity through its
language, which serves as a repository of collective memory and cultural experience. The Uzbek
language, one of the ancient Turkic languages, has a rich literary tradition and a long history of
development.Since Uzbekistan gained independence in 1991, significant efforts have been made to
strengthen the status of the Uzbek language. The adoption of language policies, educational reforms,
and cultural programs has contributed to the expansion of the language’s functions in public
administration,education,science,andmedia.
In the era of globalization, national languages face various challenges, including the increasing
influence of international languages and digital communication. Therefore, preserving and developing
the Uzbek language has become an important priority for both scholars and policymakers.The purpose
of this study is to investigate the role of the Uzbek language in preserving national identity and
cultural heritage and to analyze its contribution to social and educational development.

Literature Review.The relationship between language and national identity has been widely
discussed in sociolinguistics and cultural studies. According to Fishman (1999), language is one of the
primary markers of ethnic and national identity. It enables communities to maintain cultural continuity
andtransmittraditionsacrosgenerations.
Uzbek scholars have also emphasized the importance of the Uzbek language in nation-building
processes. Linguists argue that language is not only a communication tool but also a reflection of a
nation’s mentality, customs, and moral values. Research conducted in the field of language policy
demonstrates that state support plays a crucial role in the development of national languages.
Educational institutions, media organizations, and cultural centers contribute significantly to the
promotionandpreservationoflinguisticheritage.
Recent studies have highlighted the impact of digital technologies on language development. The
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creation of electronic dictionaries, online educational resources, and digital content in the Uzbek
language has opened new opportunities for linguistic growth and accessibility.

Methods.This study employs a qualitative research methodology. Data were collected from
academic publications, government documents, educational materials, and linguistic studies related to
the Uzbek language and cultural heritage.Descriptive and analytical methods were used to examine the
historical development of the Uzbek language and its contemporary functions in society. Comparative
analysis was applied to evaluate the influence of language policies on linguistic development and
cultural preservation.

Results.Theresearchrevealedseveralimportantfindings.
First, the Uzbek language serves as a key element of national identity. It enables citizens to maintain a
connection with their historical roots, traditions, and cultural values. Second, the recognition of
Uzbek as the state language has strengthened its social and political significance. The language is
widely used in government institutions, educational establishments, and mass media. Third,
educational reforms have contributed to improving language proficiency among younger generations.
Schools and universities play a vital role in developing students’ linguistic competence and cultural
awareness.
Fourth, the expansion of digital technologies has increased opportunities for promoting the Uzbek
language. Online learning platforms, electronic libraries, and social media content have facilitated
broader access to linguistic resources.Fifth, the Uzbek language contributes significantly to the
preservation of national literature, folklore, and oral traditions. Literary works written in Uzbek
continue to shape cultural consciousness and national pride.

Discussion.The findings indicate that the Uzbek language remains one of the strongest pillars of
national identity in contemporary Uzbekistan. Language preservation is closely connected with
cultural sustainability and social cohesion.One of the major factors supporting the development of the
Uzbek language is the educational system. Through language education, students acquire not only
linguistic skills but also knowledge of national history, literature, and traditions. Consequently,
education becomes an important mechanism for cultural transmission.Another significant aspect is the
role of modern technology. The digitalization of educational resources and cultural materials allows
the Uzbek language to adapt to contemporary communication environments. However, globalization
also presents challenges. The increasing dominance of foreign languages in science, technology, and
business may reduce the use of national languages if appropriate language policies are not
implemented.Therefore, policymakers should continue supporting initiatives aimed at strengthening
the position of the Uzbek language in scientific research, higher education, and digital communication.
Special attention should be given to the development of modern terminology, translation projects, and
technological tools that facilitate language use.

Furthermore, cultural institutions should encourage the publication and dissemination of literary
works in Uzbek. Such efforts contribute to preserving cultural heritage and fostering a sense of
national belonging among younger generations.

Conclusion.The Uzbek language plays a crucial role in preserving national identity, cultural
heritage, and social unity. The study confirms that language serves not only as a means of
communication but also as a powerful symbol of national consciousness and cultural continuity.
The development of the Uzbek language in education, science, and digital technologies is essential for
ensuring its vitality in the modern world. Continued support from governmental institutions,
educational organizations, and cultural communities will contribute to the sustainable development of
the Uzbek language and the preservation of Uzbekistan’s rich cultural heritage.
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