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ABSTRACT

Speaking is considered one of the most essential yet challenging skills in foreign language
learning. Many English language learners struggle with fluency, confidence, pronunciation, and
critical thinking during oral communication. Debate has recently gained recognition as an effective
student-centered teaching strategy that promotes active participation and meaningful interaction in
English language classrooms. This article deals with the issues based on analyzing the role of debate
in enhancing learners' speaking skills by improving fluency, accuracy, vocabulary, pronunciation,
confidence, and critical thinking. Based on a review of current literature and practical classroom
experience, the study highlights the pedagogical benefits of integrating debate into English language
teaching. Keywords: debate, speaking skills, English language teaching, communicative competence,
critical thinking, classroom interaction, EFL.

Introduction

Speaking is one of the four fundamental language skills and plays a crucial role in successful
communication. In English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms, speaking is often regarded as the
most difficult skill to master because it requires learners to use vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation,
and listening skills simultaneously. Although students may possess adequate grammatical knowledge,
they frequently experience anxiety and lack confidence when speaking English in real-life situations.

Modern language teaching emphasizes learner-centered methodologies that encourage
meaningful communication rather than memorization of grammatical rules. One such methodology is
debate, which has become increasingly popular in language education due to its ability to promote
active learning and authentic communication. Debate requires learners to analyze information,
organize ideas logically, present arguments, respond to opposing viewpoints, and communicate
persuasively.

Literature Review

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) emphasizes meaningful interaction as the primary
goal of language learning. According to Richards (2006), communicative competence develops when
learners participate in authentic communication rather than isolated language drills. Debate creates
opportunities for students to use English purposefully while negotiating meaning with others.

Harmer (2015) argues that classroom speaking activities should simulate real-life
communication. Debate encourages spontaneous speech, active listening, and collaborative learning,
making it one of the most effective communicative activities.

Brown and Lee (2015) note that speaking instruction should integrate cognitive and linguistic
development. During debates, learners evaluate evidence, formulate arguments, and respond critically,
which enhances both language proficiency and higher-order thinking skills.

Brookfield and Preskill (2012) highlight that structured discussion and debate promote reflective
learning, democratic participation, and intellectual engagement. Students become more confident in
expressing opinions and respecting diverse perspectives.
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Recent studies have also demonstrated that debate contributes to increased vocabulary
acquisition, improved pronunciation, enhanced fluency, and greater learner motivation (Kennedy,
2007; Zare & Othman, 2015).

Debate has emerged as one of the most effective communicative activities in English language
teaching because it provides learners with authentic opportunities to use language for meaningful
interaction rather than simple memorization of grammatical structures. Unlike traditional teacher-
centered instruction, where students often play a passive role by listening to lectures or answering
predetermined questions, debate transforms learners into active participants responsible for
constructing and defending their own ideas. This shift from passive reception to active communication
significantly contributes to the development of speaking proficiency.

One of the primary advantages of debate is the improvement of speaking fluency. During debate
sessions, students are required to express their ideas continuously without relying heavily on written
notes or teacher support. Frequent oral interaction enables learners to produce language more naturally
and spontaneously, gradually reducing hesitation, unnecessary pauses, and dependence on their first
language. As students participate in repeated debate activities, they become more capable of
organizing their thoughts quickly and delivering coherent arguments within limited time.

Debate also plays a significant role in expanding learners' vocabulary. Preparing for debates
requires students to research various topics, read academic articles, analyze authentic materials, and
familiarize themselves with subject-specific terminology. Consequently, learners acquire both general
academic vocabulary and specialized lexical items related to the debate topic. More importantly, they
learn how to use newly acquired vocabulary appropriately in real communicative situations rather than
merely memorizing isolated words.

Pronunciation and intonation are further enhanced through debate activities. Since successful
debating depends not only on the content of arguments but also on the clarity and persuasiveness of
oral delivery, students become increasingly aware of stress patterns, rhythm, intonation, and
pronunciation accuracy. Regular speaking practice allows learners to improve their articulation while
simultaneously developing greater confidence in addressing an audience.

Another important contribution of debate is the development of self-confidence and public
speaking skills. Many English language learners experience anxiety when speaking before others due
to fear of making grammatical or pronunciation mistakes. Debate gradually reduces this anxiety by
creating a supportive environment in which learners repeatedly practice expressing opinions,
defending arguments, and responding to questions. As students gain experience, their willingness to
communicate increases, resulting in greater confidence during classroom discussions and real-life
communication.

Furthermore, debate strengthens learners' critical thinking and logical reasoning abilities.
Participants must evaluate evidence, identify strengths and weaknesses of different viewpoints,
anticipate possible counterarguments, and construct logically organized responses. These cognitive
processes encourage analytical thinking, problem-solving, and decision-making, all of which are
essential competencies for academic success and lifelong learning.

Debate also promotes collaborative learning and teamwork. Students typically prepare
arguments in groups, distribute responsibilities, exchange ideas, and support one another during
preparation. Such collaboration develops interpersonal communication skills, mutual respect, and
shared responsibility for learning outcomes. Working collaboratively also exposes learners to diverse
perspectives, encouraging tolerance and intercultural awareness.

Finally, debate contributes to the development of listening comprehension. Successful debaters
must listen carefully to opposing arguments in order to identify key points, recognize logical

Page 2616 Vol 12.No 6. June 2026



‘A/A HSR (LONDON),

/\ HOUGHTON STREET REVIEW JOURNAL
ISSINN: 2058-5519|Impact factor-15.9
1 htep://houghtonstreetreview.com/index.php/hsr A

inconsistencies, and formulate effective rebuttals. Consequently, listening becomes an active rather
than passive process, requiring concentration, interpretation, and immediate response. This integration
of listening and speaking reflects authentic communication, where language skills naturally function
together.

The successful integration of debate into English language classrooms requires careful planning,
appropriate scaffolding, and systematic implementation. Teachers should organize debate activities
according to learners' language proficiency, educational objectives, and classroom context. A
structured debate process enables students to participate confidently while gradually developing both
linguistic and communicative competence.

Stage 1. Topic Selection

The first stage involves selecting suitable debate topics that correspond to learners' age, language
proficiency, academic interests, and social experience. Effective debate topics should be relevant,
controversial, and capable of generating multiple viewpoints. Topics should encourage critical
discussion without creating unnecessary conflict among participants.

Examples include:

e Is online education more effective than traditional classroom learning?

e Should university students use smartphones during lectures?

« Should social media be restricted for teenagers?

e Is homework beneficial for language learning?

At this stage, teachers introduce the topic, explain unfamiliar vocabulary, activate learners'
background knowledge, and encourage preliminary discussion to stimulate curiosity.

Stage 2. Research and Evidence Collection

During the second stage, students independently or collaboratively collect information from
reliable academic sources, online databases, books, newspapers, and educational websites. This
research phase develops information literacy, academic reading skills, and critical evaluation of
sources.

Students identify supporting evidence, statistical information, expert opinions, and real-life
examples that strengthen their arguments. Simultaneously, they become familiar with academic
vocabulary and expressions related to the debate topic, enriching their lexical repertoire.

Teachers may guide learners by recommending trustworthy resources and demonstrating
effective strategies for evaluating information credibility.

Stage 3. Group Preparation

Students are divided into affirmative and opposing teams. Within each group, learners discuss
possible arguments, predict counterarguments, assign speaking roles, and organize supporting
evidence logically.

This collaborative planning stage encourages negotiation, peer learning, and shared
responsibility. Students also practice useful debate expressions such as:

e [ strongly believe that...

e Our main argument is...

e According to recent research...

o We respectfully disagree because...

e The evidence clearly demonstrates that...

Teachers monitor group discussions, provide language support, and help learners improve
grammatical accuracy and pronunciation before the formal debate begins.

Stage 4. Debate Performance
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The debate itself represents the central stage of the learning process. Each team presents opening
statements, supporting arguments, rebuttals, and concluding remarks following predetermined rules
and time limits.

During the debate, students actively employ various speaking sub-skills, including fluency,
pronunciation, vocabulary usage, grammatical accuracy, coherence, persuasive communication, and
spontaneous interaction.

At the same time, participants develop active listening skills because they must carefully analyze
opponents' arguments before responding with appropriate counterarguments.

The teacher functions primarily as a moderator rather than a lecturer, ensuring equal
participation, maintaining respectful communication, and facilitating interaction.

Stage 5. Reflection and Feedback

Reflection represents one of the most valuable components of debate-based learning. After
completing the debate, students analyze their own performance, identify strengths and weaknesses,
and set personal goals for future improvement.

Reflection may include questions such as:

e Which arguments were most convincing?

o What speaking difficulties did you experience?

o Which vocabulary expressions were most useful?

e How could your pronunciation be improved?

o What would you do differently next time?

Teachers provide constructive feedback focusing on fluency, pronunciation, vocabulary,
grammatical accuracy, organization, and communicative effectiveness. Peer assessment and self-
assessment further encourage learner autonomy and continuous improvement.

Benefits of Debate

Debate contributes to multiple dimensions of speaking competence simultaneously. Unlike
isolated speaking exercises, debate integrates linguistic knowledge, communicative skills, cognitive
development, and social interaction within authentic learning contexts.

Speaking Contribution of Debate

Component

Fluency Continuous oral interaction develops spontaneous speech, reduces hesitation,
and increases speaking speed.

Vocabulary Learners acquire academic, argumentative, and topic-specific vocabulary
through research and discussion.

Pronunciation Frequent oral presentations improve pronunciation accuracy, stress, rhythm,
and intonation.

Grammar Contextual language production strengthens grammatical accuracy in
authentic communication.

Confidence Regular public speaking practice reduces anxiety and enhances learners'
willingness to communicate.

Critical Thinking Students evaluate evidence, construct logical arguments, and respond
analytically to opposing viewpoints.

Communication Debate develops persuasive speaking, negotiation, interaction, active listening,

Skills and effective collaboration.

Overall, debate creates a learner-centered environment where language is used as a genuine tool
for communication rather than simply as an academic subject.
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Although debate offers numerous educational advantages, its successful implementation also
involves several challenges that teachers should carefully address. One of the most common
difficulties is learners' fear of public speaking. Many students hesitate to express their opinions
because they are afraid of making linguistic mistakes or being negatively evaluated by classmates.
Such anxiety may reduce participation, particularly among lower-proficiency learners.

Another challenge involves insufficient vocabulary and limited grammatical knowledge.
Students often struggle to express complex ideas or defend sophisticated arguments due to inadequate
language resources. To overcome this problem, teachers should provide lexical support, useful
sentence starters, functional expressions, and opportunities for guided practice before the debate.

Classroom management may also become challenging because debates require careful
organization, clear instructions, balanced participation, and effective time management. Without
appropriate planning, more confident learners may dominate discussions while quieter students remain
passive observers. Teachers should therefore assign structured speaking roles, establish participation
rules, and monitor equal involvement throughout the activity.

Assessment presents another potential challenge. Evaluating speaking performance objectively
requires well-defined assessment criteria that consider fluency, pronunciation, vocabulary,
grammatical accuracy, coherence, interaction, and argument quality. Analytic rubrics can help ensure
fairness and consistency in evaluation.

Finally, cultural and educational differences may influence learners' willingness to participate in
argumentative discussions. In some educational contexts, students are accustomed to teacher-centered
instruction and may initially feel uncomfortable expressing opinions that differ from those of others.
Teachers should therefore foster a supportive classroom atmosphere where diverse viewpoints are
respected and constructive disagreement is encouraged.

Despite these challenges, careful instructional planning, continuous scaffolding, and regular
debate practice enable teachers to maximize the pedagogical benefits of debate while minimizing
potential difficulties. As learners gain experience, they become more confident, independent, and
effective communicators capable of participating successfully in both academic and real-world
discussions.

Moreover, debate integrates several language skills simultaneously. Students read background
materials, listen carefully to opponents, speak persuasively, and often write notes before presenting
arguments. Consequently, debate supports integrated language learning while promoting critical
thinking and problem-solving skills.

Teachers who regularly incorporate debate into speaking lessons create dynamic learning
environments where students become confident communicators capable of expressing opinions
effectively.

Conclusion

Debate is a powerful pedagogical strategy for improving learners' speaking skills in English
language classrooms. It promotes fluency, vocabulary development, pronunciation, confidence,
critical thinking, and communicative competence. By engaging students in authentic communication,
debate transforms speaking practice into an interactive and meaningful learning experience.

Teachers are encouraged to integrate debate activities into their regular classroom instruction to
foster active participation, learner autonomy, and lifelong communication skills.

ISSINN: 2058-5519|Impact factor-15.9
htep://houghtonstreetreview.com/index.php/hsr I

Page 2619 Vol 12.No 6. June 2026



HOUGHTON STREET REVIEW JOURNAL

ISSIN: 2058-5519|Impact factor-15.9

http://houghtonstreetreview.com/index.php/hsr |
- fe ]
- s

References:

1.  Brookfield, S. D., & Preskill, S. (2012). Discussion as a Way of Teaching (2nd ed.). Jossey-Bass.

2. Brown, H. D., & Lee, H. (2015). Teaching by Principles: An Interactive Approach to Language
Pedagogy (4th ed.). Pearson.

3. Harmer, J. (2015). The Practice of English Language Teaching (5th ed.). Pearson.

4.  Kennedy, R. (2007). In-class debates: Fertile ground for active learning and the cultivation of
critical thinking and oral communication skills. International Journal of Teaching and Learning
in Higher Education, 19(2), 183-190.

5. Richards, J. C. (2006). Communicative Language Teaching Today. Cambridge University Press.

6.  Zare, P., & Othman, M. (2015). Students' perceptions toward using classroom debate to develop

critical thinking and oral communication ability. Asian Social Science, 11(9), 158-170.

Page 2620 Vol 12.No 6. June 2026




	THE ROLE OF DEBATE IN ENHANCING LEARNERS' SPEAKING
	ABSTRACT

	Introduction
	Literature Review
	Stage 1. Topic Selection
	Stage 2. Research and Evidence Collection
	Stage 3. Group Preparation
	Stage 4. Debate Performance
	Stage 5. Reflection and Feedback

	Benefits of Debate
	Conclusion
	References:

