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Abstract: This article investigates the stylistic, structural, lexical and pragmatic characteristics of
publicistic texts in British and Uzbek digital newspapers, focusing on the Uzbek news platform
Kun.uz and selected British online news outlets, particularly The Guardian and BBC News. The study
examines how linguistic choices, headline construction, information sequencing, quotation practices,
evaluative language and culturally conditioned discourse conventions contribute to the presentation of
news in two distinct linguistic and journalistic environments. Drawing on theories of functional
stylistics, critical discourse analysis, genre analysis and contrastive linguistics, the research proposes a
comparative framework for identifying similarities and differences between English-language and
Uzbek-language newspaper discourse. Particular attention is devoted to the inverted-pyramid structure,
the relationship between factual reporting and interpretation, institutional attribution, sentence
complexity and the translation of culturally specific terminology. The article distinguishes between
general characteristics of journalistic traditions and features requiring verification through systematic
corpus analysis. It argues that the comparison of British and Uzbek digital journalism offers valuable
insights into the interaction between linguistic structure, editorial conventions, cultural expectations
and translation strategies. The findings are relevant to comparative stylistics, media discourse studies
and the teaching of English—Uzbek journalistic translation.
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Introduction

Newspaper discourse represents a dynamic form of public communication in which linguistic
expression, social interpretation and institutional practices intersect. Unlike purely literary or scientific
writing, newspaper texts are designed to communicate socially significant information to a broad
readership while simultaneously selecting, organizing and contextualizing events. Consequently,
journalistic language combines informative, persuasive, interpretative and, in some genres, expressive
functions.

The development of digital journalism has transformed conventional newspaper practices. Online
news platforms employ rapidly updated headlines, hyperlinks, multimedia elements, short paragraphs,
embedded quotations and mobile-oriented layouts. Nevertheless, linguistic and structural differences
remain observable across languages, editorial institutions and national journalistic traditions.

The comparison of British and Uzbek newspaper discourse is particularly relevant because
English and Uzbek differ considerably in grammatical organization, lexical resources, information
structure and stylistic conventions. English generally follows subject—verb—object word order, whereas
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Uzbek typically follows subject—object—verb order. These grammatical differences interact with
broader editorial decisions concerning headline construction, attribution, emphasis and narrative
progression.

This article focuses on Kun.uz, one of Uzbekistan's prominent digital news platforms, and British
digital journalism represented by BBC News and The Guardian. These publications provide a useful
basis for comparative investigation because they publish news about politics, society, economics,
education and international affairs, although they differ in institutional organization and editorial
practices.

The central research problem concerns the extent to which British and Uzbek digital news articles
differ in their stylistic and compositional organization and how these differences affect interpretation
and translation.

Research objectives

The principal aim is to identify and explain the stylistic and structural features of British and
Uzbek newspaper articles through contrastive analysis.

The study addresses five objectives:

To examine the compositional organization of British and Uzbek digital news articles,
particularly headlines, leads, body paragraphs and conclusions.

To compare lexical, grammatical and rhetorical devices employed in the two journalistic contexts.

To investigate attribution, quotation, modality and evaluative language.

To identify the relationship between linguistic differences and sociocultural conventions of news
presentation.

To determine the implications of these differences for English—Uzbek newspaper translation.

Research questions

What similarities and differences characterize the macrostructure of British and Uzbek digital
news articles?

How do headline syntax, lexical density, sentence structure and evaluative vocabulary differ
between the selected publications?

How are information sources, institutional actors and reported statements introduced and
represented?

Which linguistic and structural differences are most significant for English—Uzbek journalistic
translation?

The article proceeds from the hypothesis that differences between British and Uzbek news
discourse are manifested not only at the lexical and grammatical levels but also through the
arrangement of information, attribution practices, discourse framing and audience-oriented
communication strategies.

Theoretical Framework and Literature Review

The concept of publicistic text: The concept of publicistic style occupies an important position
in linguistic stylistics, particularly in traditions that classify language according to its principal
communicative functions. Publicistic texts generally address socially significant issues and seek to
inform, interpret, persuade or influence public opinion.

However, a distinction must be established between publicistic discourse and news reporting.
Publicistic discourse is a broader category encompassing editorials, opinion articles, political
commentary, analytical essays and other forms of public communication. News reporting, by contrast,
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is conventionally associated with factual presentation, source attribution, temporal relevance and
journalistic verification. In English-language scholarship, terms such as news discourse, journalistic
discourse, media discourse and opinion journalism are often more analytically precise than the general
term publicistic style. This distinction is important for comparative research. Comparing a British
editorial with an Uzbek factual news report could produce differences attributable to genre rather than
national or linguistic conventions. Therefore, the present study treats journalistic genre as a controlled
variable.

News as discourse: Van Dijk (1988) conceptualizes news as a form of discourse possessing
recognizable thematic and schematic structures. His approach demonstrates that newspaper texts are
not merely collections of facts but organized representations of events. News discourse may include a
headline, lead, main event, background information, consequences, contextual explanations and
reactions from relevant actors. Bell (1991) emphasizes the relationship between news language,
audience expectations and editorial processes. His approach is particularly relevant to the investigation
of attribution, newsworthiness and the organization of reported events. Fairclough (1995) situates
media discourse within wider social practices and institutional relationships. From this perspective,
lexical choices, grammatical constructions and quotation patterns can reflect particular ways of
representing social actors and events. Bednarek and Caple (2012) further demonstrate the importance
of news values in linguistic and multimodal representations. Their framework makes it possible to
investigate how significance, proximity, novelty, impact and other values are constructed through
language.

Contrastive stylistics and English-Uzbek comparison: Contrastive stylistics investigates how
different languages organize comparable communicative functions through their lexical, grammatical
and textual resources. English and Uzbek present an especially productive comparison because they
belong to different language families and display contrasting grammatical characteristics. English
relies extensively on relatively fixed constituent order, auxiliary constructions, articles and
prepositions. Uzbek employs agglutinative morphology, case marking, postpositions and a
predominantly verb-final clause structure. For example:

Iustrative sentence — English. The government approved a new education programme.

[Mlustrative translation — Uzbek. Hukumat yangi ta’lim dasturini tasdigladi.

The English sentence follows a subject—verb—object sequence, whereas the Uzbek equivalent
follows a subject—object—verb sequence. Although both sentences communicate the same proposition,
their grammatical structures organize the predicate differently. In longer journalistic sentences, these
differences may influence the placement of background information, reporting clauses and emphasis.
Nevertheless, grammatical differences should not automatically be interpreted as journalistic
differences. A rigorous analysis must distinguish language-system effects from editorial conventions.

Research Methodology

Research design: The study adopts a contrastive, descriptive and corpus-assisted research design
integrating qualitative discourse analysis with quantitative linguistic measurements. The investigation
is organized at three analytical levels:

Macrostructural level: headline, lead, paragraph organization, background and conclusion.

Microstructural level: lexical selection, grammatical construction, sentence length, modality and
quotation.

Pragmatic level: communicative purpose, framing, source representation and audience orientation.
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The present article provides a preliminary qualitative analysis based on accessible published
examples and a reproducible design for a larger corpus study. It does not claim to have completed
statistical analysis of a balanced newspaper corpus.

Corpus selection: The proposed main corpus consists of original Uzbek-language articles
published on Kun.uz and original English-language articles from The Guardian and BBC News. For
comparability, a full-scale investigation should include 150 articles published between January and
October 2026.

Publication Language Proposed articles
Kun.uz Uzbek 50

The Guardian British English 50

BBC News British English 50

Total 150

Articles should be distributed across three comparable news categories: education and social
affairs, economic developments, and politics and public policy. The selection must exclude translated
wire-service stories where the original source language cannot be established, or else code them
separately. This is particularly important because translated journalistic material may retain features of
its source language.

Methods of analysis. The following procedures are recommended:

Structural analysis identifies the organization of headlines, leads, main events, background
information and final paragraphs.

Lexical analysis examines terminology, evaluative adjectives, metaphorical expressions,
institutional vocabulary and culturally specific lexical units.

Syntactic analysis investigates sentence length, clause complexity, active and passive
constructions, nominalization and word order.

Discourse analysis examines quotation practices, source attribution, presupposition, modality and
representation of social actors.

Quantitative analysis measures the frequency and distribution of linguistic features across
publications.

Comparative Analysis of Newspaper Structure.

Headline construction

Headlines constitute one of the most distinctive components of newspaper discourse. They attract
attention, summarize the principal event and guide the reader's interpretation. British English
headlines frequently employ compressed grammatical constructions. Articles and auxiliary verbs may
be omitted, and present-tense verbs may be used to report recent events. For instance, a conventional
English news headline may take the following form:

Government announces new university funding.

A grammatically expanded version would be: The government has announced new funding for
universities. The headline omits the definite article and uses the simple present, thereby increasing
compactness and immediacy. Uzbek headlines may also be highly compressed, but their grammatical
structure differs. Uzbek commonly expresses the event through a verb-final construction, with
grammatical relationships marked by suffixes. A corresponding illustrative Uzbek headline might be:
Universitetlar uchun yangi moliyalashtirish dasturi e’lon qilindi.

This example employs a passive verbal predicate and places the reported action at the end.
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The distinction is therefore not simply between short British headlines and long Uzbek headlines.
Both traditions employ compression, but the grammatical resources available for achieving it differ.

Examples from Kun.uz

A review of the Uzbek-language education section of Kun.uz reveals several identifiable headline
patterns.

Example 1: Institutional action: “O‘qituvchilar uchun bir oylik majburiy malaka oshirish tartibi
bekor qilinadi”

Translation: The mandatory one-month professional-development requirement for teachers will
be abolished.

The headline foregrounds the affected professional group and the policy change. Its predicate
occurs at the end and is expressed through a passive construction.

Example 2: Question-based framing

“O‘zbekistonda o‘qituvchilarning 72,5 foizi ayollar - qaysi hududda ustozlar ko‘p?”

Translation: Women account for 72.5% of teachers in Uzbekistan — which region has the most
teachers?

The headline combines a statistical assertion with a question, creating informational interest and
encouraging further reading.

Example 3: Reported speech

“Davlat maktablarining asosiy vazifasi bolalarni ma’lum vaqt ushlab turish bo‘lib qoldi” — Hamid
Sodiq

Translation: The main function of state schools has become keeping children occupied for a
certain period — Hamid Sodigq.

This headline foregrounds a critical statement and attributes it to a named speaker. The quotation
introduces an evaluative perspective rather than presenting a neutral institutional announcement.

These examples are drawn from the publicly accessible Kun.uz education archive. They
demonstrate that Kun.uz employs different headline strategies depending on the article's
communicative purpose. Policy reports, statistical articles and interviews are not constructed
identically.

Comparative headline features

Feature

British English news

Uzbek-language Kun.uz

Constituent order

Usually subject—verb—object

Usually subject—object—verb

Headline tense

Historical present frequently
used

Finite and non-finite verb
forms according to context

Article omission

Frequent due to English
headline conventions

Not applicable; Uzbek has no
article system equivalent

Passive voice

Used for event-focused

Also common in institutional

reporting and policy reporting
Questions Used in explanatory and Also used in explanatory and
feature journalism feature journalism

Direct quotations

Used to foreground notable
statements

Used to foreground notable
statements

Numerals

Common in data-oriented

Common in data-oriented
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The comparison suggests that many headline strategies are shared across digital journalism. The
principal differences arise from grammatical organization and potentially from the relative frequency
of particular editorial choices, which requires corpus-based verification.

Lead paragraphs: The lead paragraph performs an essential function in news reporting by
presenting the most significant information early in the article. British news reports frequently employ
direct leads that identify the central development and its relevance. The traditional inverted-pyramid
model organizes information from the most important details to less essential background. However,
the inverted pyramid is not exclusive to British journalism. It is an internationally established
journalistic convention and is also observable in Uzbek digital news. A Kun.uz English-language
report published on 28 September 2026, concerning school textbook reforms, begins by introducing
the national initiative and quantifying errors identified in existing teaching materials. Subsequent
paragraphs elaborate on the policy presentation, curriculum development and international educational
models.

Kun.uz: This provides a useful example of event-first reporting with supporting details
introduced afterward. A stronger comparison would examine the original Uzbek version against
independently written British articles about similar education-policy announcements.

Paragraph structure and information sequencing

British and Uzbek online journalism both operate under the constraints of digital readability.
Short paragraphs, thematic subdivisions and early placement of essential information can facilitate
reading on mobile devices. Nevertheless, paragraph structure may vary according to publication,
article type and subject matter. For example, a policy announcement may follow this sequence:

Common hard-news organization

Headline

Central news event

Lead

Most important facts and news value

Main body

Evidence, quotations, figures and explanations

Background and implications

Previous developments, context and consequences

An important research question is whether articles from the three selected publications differ in
the amount of space devoted to official statements, independent reactions, historical background and
projected consequences. Such differences should be measured rather than assumed.

Comparative Analysis of British and Uzbek Newspaper Discourse: Authentic Examples:
Differences in the representation of educational policy

A useful comparison can be made between two articles published in September 2026:

Maktabda sinf rahbari va ma'naviy-ma'rifiy ishlar bo‘yicha direktor o‘rinbosari yuritayotgan
hujjatlar soni qisqartirildi. Kun.uz - 28 September 2026

“O‘zbekistonda maktab darsliklarini yangilash davom ettiriladi”. The headline presents the
continuation of textbook reform as the central development. Its passive construction places the policy
action in focus rather than its institutional initiator.

The Guardian - 23 September 2026
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“Pupils to be offered vocational GCSEs in radical shake-up of system in England”

The headline combines an announcement of policy change with the evaluative expression
“radical shake-up,” presenting the development as substantial and potentially disruptive.

The first headline represents an institutional policy process through the verb davom ettiriladi (will
be continued). The second uses a condensed future passive construction, to be offered, alongside the
expressive noun phrase radical shake-up. The stylistic distinction is significant. The Kun.uz headline
emphasizes continuity, whereas the Guardian headline emphasizes the scale of change. This contrast
illustrates how lexical selection can influence the perceived importance and character of a policy
announcement. However, the examples concern different reforms. Consequently, the contrast
demonstrates possible stylistic strategies rather than proving that British newspapers are generally
more evaluative than Uzbek newspapers.

Evaluative vocabulary and rhetorical intensity: evaluative language is an important instrument
of journalistic framing. Even apparently factual news articles may contain lexical items that express
significance, urgency, criticism or approval.

Consider the following authentic headline examples.

Publication Headline expression Stylistic function

The Guardian “radical shake-up” Empha§1zes extensive
institutional change
Signals a strongly negative

The Guardian “catastrophic” assessment through attributed
language

Kun.uz bekor gilinadi F oreg:ropnds the abolition of
an existing arrangement
Uses administrative

Kun.uz ustuvor vazifalar terminology to identify policy
priorities

The Guardian examples occur in reporting on educational reforms and school finances. The
Uzbek examples occur in education-related coverage on Kun.uz. The adjective catastrophic, for
example, carries a stronger evaluative charge than a neutral description such as serious. However,
when such an adjective is attributed to a source, it should not automatically be interpreted as the
journalist’s own evaluation. This distinction is essential for critical discourse analysis. Researchers
must code separately:

Evaluative language introduced by the journalist.

Evaluative language appearing in direct quotations.

Evaluative language attributed to institutions or external sources.

Without this distinction, the study risks overstating editorial subjectivity.

Conclusion

The present study has examined the stylistic, structural, lexical, and pragmatic characteristics of
publicistic texts in British and Uzbek digital journalism, focusing on The Guardian, BBC News, and
Kun.uz. The comparative analysis demonstrates that although British and Uzbek newspaper articles
share fundamental principles of journalistic communication, their linguistic realization and rhetorical
organization reflect differences in grammatical systems, editorial conventions, and sociocultural
contexts.
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One of the principal observations concerns the stylistic and syntactic organization of newspaper
headlines. British English headlines frequently employ grammatical compression, omission of articles
and auxiliary verbs, present-tense constructions, and expressive lexical units to convey information
concisely and attract readers' attention. Uzbek headlines similarly prioritize informativeness and
communicative effectiveness but rely on agglutinative morphology, predominantly verb-final
constructions, and contextually appropriate passive forms. The comparison of educational news
headlines from Kun.uz and The Guardian illustrates how lexical choices can influence the presentation
of events. While the selected Kun.uz headline emphasizes the continuation of an educational reform,
the corresponding British example foregrounds the significance of institutional change through the
evaluative expression radical shake-up. This contrast highlights differences in the framing of
individual news events rather than establishing a universal distinction between the two journalistic
traditions. Another important aspect concerns the compositional structure and distribution of
information. Both British and Uzbek digital newspapers employ recognizable structural components,
including headlines, introductory paragraphs, supporting information, quotations, and contextual
explanations. The inverted-pyramid principle, which prioritizes the most newsworthy information,
constitutes a common organizational strategy in contemporary journalism. Nevertheless, the
arrangement of institutional statements, background information, expert opinions, and explanatory
details may vary according to publication, journalistic genre, and intended readership. These variations
indicate that newspaper structure should be examined not only as a formal textual arrangement but
also as a mechanism through which journalists establish relevance and guide interpretation. The
analysis further emphasizes the significance of evaluative vocabulary, institutional terminology, and
source attribution in constructing newspaper discourse. Lexical expressions communicate more than
factual information; they may also contribute to the perceived urgency, importance, or controversial
nature of reported events. At the same time, the distinction between evaluations introduced by
journalists and those attributed to quoted sources is essential for an accurate interpretation of editorial
stance. The examples examined demonstrate that both British and Uzbek newspapers employ direct
quotations, institutional references, statistical information, and explanatory language, although the
specific distribution and rhetorical functions of these features require further quantitative investigation.

From the perspective of contrastive linguistics and translation studies, the research highlights the
importance of lexical and grammatical transformations in English—Uzbek journalistic translation.
Differences in word order, morphological structure, nominalization, passive constructions, and
culturally specific terminology frequently require syntactic restructuring, modulation, explicitation,
and descriptive translation. Such transformations should not be regarded merely as formal adjustments
between two linguistic systems. Rather, they represent essential strategies for preserving the
informational content, pragmatic intention, stylistic effect, and communicative accessibility of
newspaper texts in the target language.

The theoretical significance of the study lies in its integration of functional stylistics, contrastive
linguistics, and discourse analysis into a unified framework for examining British and Uzbek digital
journalism. Its practical significance is associated with the development of translation strategies, the
teaching of newspaper text analysis, and the improvement of students' competence in interpreting and
translating English—Uzbek media discourse. It should be acknowledged that the present investigation
is based on a preliminary qualitative comparison of selected newspaper examples. Consequently, the
observations cannot yet be generalized to British and Uzbek journalism as a whole. Further research

Page 2891 Vol 12.No 11. november 2026



h/({& HSR (LONDON),

/ V HOUGHTON STREET REVIEW JOURNAL

ISSN: 2058-5519|Impact factor-15.9
http://houghtonstreetreview.com/index.php/hsr

should employ a balanced corpus of original English- and Uzbek-language articles, applying
quantitative measurements of headline length, syntactic complexity, evaluative expressions, quotation
frequency, source diversity, and information sequencing. Such an approach would make it possible to
distinguish language-specific characteristics from genre-related and publication-specific conventions.

In conclusion, the stylistic and structural differences between British and Uzbek newspaper
articles should be understood as the result of interaction among linguistic organization, journalistic
genre, editorial practices, and sociocultural expectations. Newspaper discourse is therefore not simply
a means of transmitting information but a complex communicative system in which grammatical
structures, lexical choices, and textual organization contribute to the construction and interpretation of
social reality. The comparative investigation of Kun.uz and British digital news media provides a
foundation for further corpus-based research into publicistic discourse and offers valuable perspectives
for English—Uzbek translation theory and practice.
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