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Abstract: The subject gives general data about authentic materials and their powerful use in
classrooms. This study is focused on trying to improving listening skills through authentic materials
and to discover how to facilitate young learners’ language learning process regarding through
authentic materials at secondary schools. In literature, phrases like: real speech, the spontaneous
speech, live or natural language, genuine instanced of language use, natural conversation, what people
say in real life, what native speakers say when they are talking to each other, have been used to define
authentic listening material. Authentic listening is a powerful leadership skill that can significantly
impact communication, trust, and engagement within a team. By being present, attentive, empathetic,
and responsive, leaders can foster stronger relationships with their team members and enhance overall
team performance.
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There are various definitions for authentic materials, however, they do share something. Every
one of the definitions features the way that authentic materials imply “exposure to genuine language
and its utilization in its local area”. “Authentic materials will be materials that we can use in the
classroom and that poor person been changed in any capacity for ESL learners”. Because of the
explores completed and the studies directed it has come out that there are many benefits in utilizing
real materials. Simultaneously, there are a couple of inconveniences that educators and learners ought
to know about while utilizing various wellsprings of authentic materials, for example, papers,
television programs, menus, magazines, the web, films, tunes, pamphlets, comics, writing, and so on.
The paper demonstrates the way that real materials can be utilized at any level for the learners’
requirements and information.

Most of the young learners are restless and sometimes they do not pay much attention and
sometimes they do not want to participate. For this reason, teachers need to be patient. Moreover,
creativity is another matter of vital importance. A teacher of young learners needs to be able to create
or adapt colorful and original material in order to prevent young learners from getting distracted.
Furthermore, teachers need to be responsible with their lessons. If teachers work with young learners,
they must not arrive at the classroom unprepared because young learners of this age always expect
something fun to do in the English lesson. Another aspect related to responsibility is that teachers
always have to be available to young learners, even if they are ill or do not feel well, they have to
come to all their classes with a happy face. It is important because young learners are sensitive and the
mood of the teacher during the class affects their learning. For example, if a teacher comes to class
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happy, young learners will be motivated to learn; but if the teacher has a bad attitude, young learners
will feel stressed.

A teacher also needs to consider the things that young learners are able to do according to their
age. This is vital when planning the lesson because a teacher has to take into account the young
learners’ abilities to choose the appropriate material and activities. If teachers investigate and read
more about their pupils’ characteristics, they could achieve better results with their lessons. It will be
easy for teachers to understand young learners’ needs and interests if they try to see the world in the
same way young learners do. In many cases, young learners give importance to small details and
teachers need to be aware of this and be willing to deal with it in a calm way. Sometimes a child gets
depressed because his/her friends do not want to share their lunch or because he/she does not have the
same toys, his friends do. As a result, the teacher has to change her role from teacher to friend or
peacemaker and even try to make the situation humorous to make young learners feel better.

Listening for young learners does not comprehend all these aspects of a word because they are
more difficult for young learners and have to be learnt over much more time. However, it is essential
that young learners learn many words. According to Kwiatkowska’s argument: ...teaching listening at
this level is a very important element of teaching English, because young learners, knowing more and
more words, can better communicate with other young learners.

Moreover, “without grammar very little can be conveyed, without listening nothing can be
conveyed. That is, without grammar, young learners can try to communicate with others and to
express their opinions, but without listening, they cannot say anything. {Kwiatkowska 2007:2}
Teachers of EFL need to take into account that young learners have already learnt a first language and
that it enables them to relate meanings of words of both languages and as Pinter argues, they may
“acquire through hearing and experiencing lots of English, in much the same way as they acquire their
first language”. Another aspect that should be taken into account is that “helping the child to learn and
develop becomes more important than simply teaching the language” since young learners usually
want their teachers be a helper or a facilitator, rather than an authority that simply gives them new
knowledge. {Baker, M 2005:35}

Rendering to Phillips’ opinion, one characteristic is that young learners “are quick to learn
words... This may be because words have tangible, immediate meanings...” {Phillips 1993: 74}, or
because “the word is a recognizable linguistic unit for young learners in their first language and so
they will notice words in the new language”. For these reasons, the listening that young learners
between five and seven years old are expected to learn is basic vocabulary such as greetings,
classroom objects, members of the family, numbers, colors, etc. which are used in a context that is
familiar to young learners. Consequently, young learners begin to discover that another language or
languages exist by which they can communicate with others.

It is also important to consider the processes young learners are going through. Jean Piaget
pondered that young learners” reasoning and understanding differ depending on their age. Based on
that, he argues that ...all people pass through the stages in exactly the same order. It is important to
note that the age ranges associated with the stage may not apply to every child. Some young learners
may reach a particular stage earlier or later than the others may. {Piaget. p: 35}

Authentic materials provide real-life examples of language used in everyday situations. They can
be used to add more interest for the learner. They can serve as a reminder to learners that there is an
entire population who use the target language in their everyday lives.
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What kind of listening materials are there?

o A scripted talk given by one speaker.

e An unscripted talk given by one speaker.

o A scripted dialogue between two speakers.

e An unscripted dialogue between two speakers.

e A scripted or unscripted conversation between three or more people.

Similar to Piaget, Reilly and Ward (1997: 3) consider that whom they call “very young learners”,
that is young learners between five and seven years old, are in the preoperational stage. {Reilly and
Ward 1997: 5}

As Cameron agrees with Piaget’s ideas that “five year olds learning a foreign language need very
concrete listening that connects with objects they can handle or see...” This is because young learners
begin to familiarize with the world and need to use language to socialize with their peers. This does
not only happen in their first language, but in English too. For this reason, it is important that young
learners learn a wide range of listening to communicate with others in context. In order to
contextualize the listening, we need to use different ways to teach it. Some of the more common ways
to teach EFL listening are by means of translation, real things, actions (gesture), pictures (illustrations,
posters), use of synonymy and definition, authentic materials, storytelling, games, using readings, etc.

However, not all of these ways to teach EFL listening are adequate for very young learners. The
ones that are used with them are real things, pictures, authentic materials, storytelling, actions and
games. This study focuses on real things, pictures, authentic materials, storytelling and games, which
we think, will be very useful for teaching listening during our research. The reason for not using
actions (gestures) as a single way of teaching EFL listening is that they are also involved in authentic
materials and games. Although games and storytelling are not considered by some authors as
techniques to teach listening, for the purposes of our research, we will refer to games and storytelling
as teaching techniques.

Authentic materials are a good way to introduce listening because young learners love them and
learn the words by singing. They also help young learners to develop listening skills and learn the
pronunciation of the words. Furthermore, as Griffee argues, they are useful to relax young learners
when they are restless. Teachers can use the same authentic material as a warm up in different classes
to create a routine and to revise listening. Finally, authentic materials worked very well with the
groups, so we can say that as well as pictures, authentic materials worked well with big groups.

Realia is maybe one of the most useful ways to teach listening because it uses “authentic
material” refers to realia in these terms: “Objects (sometimes called ‘real things) are an ideal way of
showing the meaning of English words for concreting things”. In other words, realia is the use of real
objects such as stuffed toys to teach animals or plastic or real fruits and vegetables to teach food. It
involves young learners using their senses, for example, the sense of touch to identify some textures,
the sense of smell-to-smell the fruits and the sense of sight to observe and identify some objects.!

' Salikhova, N. (2023). THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MUSIC: SONGS AND LYRICS IN TEACHING LISTENING
SKILLS TO YOU LEARNERS. “SCIENCE AND RESEARCH”. ISSN: 2181-3558. Vol. 2 No. 8 (2023): Journal of
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By way of the authentic materials are perhaps the most common way to teach listening. Pictures
could be designed by the teacher or taken from magazines, newspaper and books. They are extensively
used for conveying meaning and are particularly useful for teaching concrete items of listening such as
food or furniture, and certain areas of vocabulary such as places, professions, descriptions of people,
actions and activities (such as sports and verbs of movements).

Analyzing the survey, teaching English to young learners through pictures and songs and
challenges in activities in both types of materials and required materials can be highly beneficial and
provide the background for the trampoline in overcoming material selection and adaptation difficulties
encountered by EFL young learners.

Techniques to teach EFL Listening

Games M Songs M Pictures

Authentic materials allow teachers to catch young learners’ attention more easily, teach listening
in a fun way and exemplify the concepts without translation.

Authentic materials are another way to teach vocabulary. Firstly, it is because they “are
especially good at introducing vocabulary because authentic materials provide a meaningful context
for the listening”. {Griffee., 1992:5 }

In this way, authentic materials can be used as a warm-up in the class to introduce new
vocabulary to young learners and as a way to motivate them to learn. Secondly, one of the obstacles
presented in teaching young learners is that they are very restless, so “authentic materials and music
can be used to relax pupils and provide an enjoyable classroom”. Thirdly, they can be very useful “for
pattern practice and memory retention” because “authentic materials give pleasurable repetition with
no boredom and provide active participation in the language”.?

In addition to this, they also involve listening and speaking skills and children love and enjoy
singing a song at the same time as they learn. Finally, in the classroom, an EFL teacher can use a

2 Salikhova N.I. THE DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPOKEN ENGLISH AMONG
STUDENTS IN GRADES 10-11 CLASSES. 2024., p-258.
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chant, that is a song without music, to “teach children the sounds and rhythm of English, to
reinforce structures and listening, but above all, to have fun”.

In summary, the use of authentic materials in teaching listening is highly beneficial for language
learners. It exposes them to real-life language input, promotes cultural understanding, encourages
active listening, and helps develop strategies for real-life listening situations. And the games are also a
very useful way to teach listening because they help young learners to learn new listening in the same
way that they learn it in their mother tongue. In games “the language is used as a means to an end
rather than an end in itself, and young learners are motivated to learn because they are enjoying
themselves”. In fact, one of the main aspects of using games in the classroom is that young learners
enjoy doing them.
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