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Abstract: This study explores the concept of implicature within the framework of pragmatics,
focusing on its classification and communicative functions. It examines how speakers convey implied
meanings beyond literal expressions and analyzes the main types of implicature, including
conversational and conventional implicature. Using a qualitative approach, the research investigates
examples from everyday communication and academic discourse to identify patterns of implicit
meaning. The findings reveal that implicature plays a crucial role in achieving communicative
efficiency, politeness, and contextual adaptability. The study also highlights challenges in interpreting
implicature, particularly for non-native speakers, and emphasizes its importance in developing
pragmatic competence.

Keywords: Implicature, Pragmatics, Conversational Implicature, Conventional Implicature,
Communication, Indirectness

UMILTUKATYPA B IUHITBUCTUKE U EE OCOBEHHOCTH

Mynupa UcponsioBHa AGcamanoBa
noueHT CaMapKaHACKOrO rocy1apCTBEHHOIO MHCTUTYTAa HHOCTPAHHBIX SI3bIKOB
muniraisrailovnaa@gmail.com

AHHoOTanusaA: J[aHHOE HCCIeOBaHUE MTOCBSIICHO W3YYEHUIO NOHATUS MMIUIMKATypbl B paMKax
nparMaTUKA C akIEeHTOM Ha e€ kiaccudukaluio U KOMMYHUKaTuBHbIe (yHKUMU. B pabote
paccmaTrpuBaeTrcs, KakuM 00pa3oM TOBOPSIIUE MEPEAAI0T UMILIUIUTHBIE 3HAYEHMsI, BBIXOSIINE 32
npenenbl  OyKBaJIbHOTO CMbBICIA BBICKAa3bIBAHMUM, a TaKkKe aHaJIU3UPYIOTCS OCHOBHBIC THIIBI
UMILUIMKATYpbl, BKJIKOYas pPAa3srTOBOPHYKD UM KOHBEHIMOHAIBHYIO HMMIUIMKaTypy. Ha ocHose
KayeCTBEHHOT'0 TOJX0Ja HCCIEIYIOTCS MPUMEPHI U3 MOBCEAHEBHOIO OOIICHUS U aKaJIeMUYECKOTO
JMICKYpca C LENbI0 BBISBICHUS 3aKOHOMEPHOCTEH (hOPMHUPOBAHHS CKPHITOro cMbicia. [lomydeHHble
pe3ynbTaThl MOKAa3bIBAIOT, YTO MMIUIMKATypa WIpaeT KIOYEBYID polib B  OOecleuyeHUuu
KOMMYHHUKAaTHBHON >(QQEKTHBHOCTH, peaJH3allid BEXJIMBOCTH W aJaNTallid BBICKA3bIBAHUN K
KOHTEKCTY. B umccienoBaHuu Takke pacCMaTpUBAIOTCA TPYAHOCTH HMHTEPIPETALMU HUMILIUKATYPBHI,
OCOOEHHO y HEHOCUTENEW sI3blKa, M MOJUYEpKUBAETCA €€ 3HAuY€Hue JUIsl pa3BUTHs MparMaThuyecKoil
KOMIIETEHIIU Y.

Kuarouesnie cJI0Ba: Nmmmukarypa, IIparMaTyka, pa3roBopHas MMILIMKATYpa,
KOHBEHILIMOHAJIbHAS UMIUIMKATYPa, KOMMYHUKaLUs, KOCBEHHOCTb.

LINGVISTIKADA IMPLIKATURANING O‘RNI VA XUSUSIYATLARI
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqola pragmatika doirasida implikatura tushunchasini o‘rganishga
bag‘ishlangan bo‘lib, unda uning tasnifi va kommunikativ funksiyalariga alohida e’tibor qaratiladi.
Tadqiqotda so‘zlovchilar tomonidan bevosita ifodalanmagan, balki yashirin tarzda yetkaziladigan
ma’nolarning ganday uzatilishi tahlil gilinadi hamda implikaturaning asosiy turlari — suhbatga oid
(konversatsion) va konvensional implikaturalar ko‘rib chiqiladi. Sifatli yondashuv asosida kundalik
muloqot va akademik diskursdan olingan misollar tahlil qilinib, yashirin ma’no shakllanishining
gonuniyatlari aniqlanadi. Natijalar implikaturaning kommunikativ samaradorlikni ta’minlash,
xushmuomalalikni ifodalash hamda nutqni kontekstga moslashtirishda muhim rol o‘ynashini
ko‘rsatadi. Shuningdek, tadqiqotda implikaturani talqin qilishdagi qiyinchiliklar, aynigsa ona tili
bo‘lmaganlar uchun, yoritilib, uning pragmatik kompetensiyani rivojlantirishdagi ahamiyati
ta’kidlanadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Implikatura, pragmatika, konversatsion implikatura, konvensional implikatura,
muloqot, bilvositalik.

1. Introduction

Language is not merely a system of explicit meanings; it also serves as a medium through which
speakers convey implicit intentions. One of the central concepts explaining this phenomenon is
implicature, which refers to meaning that is suggested rather than directly expressed. The study of
implicature provides valuable insights into how communication operates beyond the literal level.

In real-life interaction, speakers often rely on indirectness to achieve communicative goals such
as politeness, efficiency, and flexibility. This is particularly evident in contexts where direct
expression may be inappropriate or ineffective. Understanding implicature is therefore essential for
analyzing language use in both everyday and professional communication.

This study aims to examine the nature of implicature, classify its main types, and analyze its role
in communication from a pragmatic perspective.

2. Methods

The research adopts a qualitative methodology to analyze the use and interpretation of
implicature in different communicative contexts. The data were collected from three primary sources:

First, examples from everyday conversations were analyzed to identify natural instances of
implicature in spontaneous communication. These examples provided insight into how speakers use
implicit meaning in informal contexts.

Second, academic and written texts were examined to explore how implicature functions in more
formal discourse. This allowed for comparison between spoken and written language.

Third, a small group of advanced English learners (EFL students) was observed during
classroom activities involving interpretation of implicit meaning. Participants were asked to interpret
selected utterances and explain the intended meaning.

The collected data were analyzed thematically, focusing on patterns of implicature usage, types
of implicature, and common interpretation difficulties.

3. Results

The analysis revealed that implicature is widely used across different types of communication
and serves multiple functions. The findings confirm the existence of two main types of implicature:
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Conversational implicature was found to be the most frequent type. It relies heavily on context
and requires the listener to infer meaning based on shared knowledge. Within this category, both
generalized and particularized implicatures were identified. Generalized implicatures were easier for
participants to interpret, while particularized implicatures posed greater challenges due to their
dependence on specific contextual factors.

Conventional implicature was observed in expressions where additional meaning is encoded
within specific linguistic forms. These implicatures were more stable and less dependent on context,
making them easier to recognize.

The study also revealed that learners often struggle to interpret implicature correctly. Many
participants relied on literal meanings and failed to identify implied intentions, particularly in complex
or unfamiliar contexts.

4. Discussion

The results highlight the central role of implicature in communication and confirm its
importance within pragmatic theory. The distinction between conversational and conventional
implicature provides a useful framework for understanding how meaning is constructed.

The difficulties observed among learners suggest that pragmatic competence is not automatically
acquired through language exposure. Instead, it requires explicit attention and practice. This has
important implications for language teaching, particularly in EFL contexts.

Instruction should incorporate activities that promote awareness of implicit meaning, such as
analyzing dialogues, interpreting indirect statements, and comparing literal and intended meanings.
Providing learners with exposure to authentic language use can also improve their ability to recognize
implicature.

Furthermore, cultural factors play a significant role in the interpretation of implicature.
Differences in communication styles may lead to misunderstandings, highlighting the need for
intercultural awareness in language education.

5. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that implicature is a fundamental aspect of human communication,
enabling speakers to convey meanings beyond literal expression. Its classification into conversational
and conventional types offers a clear framework for analysis.

The findings show that while implicature enhances communicative efficiency and flexibility, it
also presents challenges, particularly for non-native speakers. Developing the ability to interpret and
use implicature is therefore essential for effective communication.

Future research may explore the application of implicature in specific domains such as
diplomacy, translation, and intercultural communication, as well as the role of technology in
supporting pragmatic learning.
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