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Abstract: The "One Belt, One Road" initiative, proposed in 2013, serves as a key practical
platform for China to facilitate the reform of the global governance system and to build a community
with a shared future for mankind. This article systematically summarizes the theoretical evolution and
practical achievements of this initiative since its inception; it analyzes the strategic transition from the
concept of "inclusive globalization" to a new phase of "high-quality development"; and it pays
particular attention to three key development directions: the "Green Silk Road," the "Digital Silk
Road," and the "Innovative Silk Road." The study demonstrates that, through the interconnection of
infrastructure, the facilitation of trade and investment, and the mutual exchange and enrichment of
cultures among nations, the "One Belt, One Road" initiative brings tangible benefits to the
development of countries along these routes, while simultaneously confronting challenges in areas
such as debt sustainability, environmental risks, geopolitical factors, and other issues. In the future,
while adhering to the principles of joint discussion, joint development, and joint utilization, the
initiative should place greater emphasis on the quality of development, green low-carbon
transformation, and digital support, in order to more effectively contribute to achieving global
sustainable development goals.
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1. Introduction

In 2013, President Xi Jinping of the People's Republic of China successively proposed major
joint construction initiatives—the "Silk Road Economic Belt" and the "21st Century Maritime Silk
Road" —which are collectively known as the "Belt and Road Initiative" (BRI). The objective of this
initiative is to promote economic cooperation and joint development among countries along these
routes through political coordination, interconnection of infrastructure, unimpeded trade, financial
integration, and mutual closer ties between peoples[1]. Over more than a decade of development, the
"One Belt, One Road" initiative has gradually evolved from an initial concept into concrete joint
initiatives and fruitful construction outcomes, becoming the world's largest platform for international
cooperation and the most sought-after global public good.

Academic research initiatives under the "One Belt, One Road" initiative have evolved from
interpreting the concept to conducting empirical analysis, and from macrostrategic reviews to
examining microeconomic mechanisms. Liu Weidun et al.[2] have systematically elaborated on the
scientific essence of the initiative from a geographical perspective, noting that its core objective lies in
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facilitating the interconnection of infrastructure and promoting coordinated socio-economic
development across countries along these routes. Wan Yiwei[3], from the perspective of international
relations theory, examined whether the "One Belt, One Road" initiative can lay the foundation for a
new paradigm of "Chinese globalization." As the practice of this initiative deepens, the focus of
research has gradually shifted from the question "what is it?" to the question "how to implement it,"
particularly following the Third International Cooperation Forum under the "One Belt, One Road"
initiative in 2023, at which it was announced that the initiative is entering a phase of high-quality
development. In academic circles, interest in new forms of collaboration in the green, digital, and
innovation sectors has increased significantly[4].

Building upon existing research, this article systematically analyzes the theoretical foundations,
practical outcomes, and future prospects of the "One Belt, One Road" initiative, with particular
emphasis on the new characteristics and requirements of the high-quality development phase—thereby
serving as a guiding framework for both academic research and political practice.

2. The theoretical foundations and strategic content of the "One Belt, One Road" initiative

2.1 Inclusive globalization: a new paradigm of global governance that transcends
neoliberalism

The "One Belt, One Road" initiative was proposed during a period when globalization
encountered reverse trends and the recovery of the global economy progressed at a slow pace. Liu
Weidong and Danford [5] note that, unlike traditional neoliberal globalization, the "One Belt, One
Road" initiative promotes the concept of "inclusive globalization." Its core principle is joint discussion,
joint construction, and joint utilization—emphasizing the public accessibility of development
outcomes and the equal rights of participating states. This concept transcends the Western-centric
narrative of globalization and provides developing countries with greater opportunities to participate
in global economic governance.С теоретической точки зрения инициатива «Один пояс, один
путь» как глубокое осмысление Китаем реформы системы глобального управления.

Yuan Xintao [6] analyzed the internal logic of the implementation of the "One Belt, One Road"
initiative at the national strategy level and concluded that this initiative represents China's most
important strategic plan, aimed at coordinating both domestic and international agendas and
establishing a new model of comprehensive openness. Shen Xiangze and Xiao Jingchen [7] further
note that, amid new trends in the development of international regional economic cooperation, the
"One Belt, One Road" initiative has established a strategic foundation for deepening mutually
beneficial cooperation between China and its partner countries along the routes of this initiative.

2.2 "Five Interconnections" Cooperation System: The theoretical basis for mutual
interconnection

The priority areas for cooperation under the "One Belt, One Road" initiative include policy
alignment, infrastructure integration, unimpeded trade, mutual financing, and mutual understanding
among peoples—on these foundations, a comprehensive system of international interaction has been
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established. Within this framework, the interconnection of infrastructure is defined as a priority area,
since the absence or insufficient development of infrastructure serves as a key constraint on economic
growth in many developing countries [8]. Thanks to the development of transportation, energy, and
telecommunications infrastructure networks, the "One Belt, One Road" initiative aims to reduce trade
costs, enhance the mobility of production factors, and deepen the international division of labor,
thereby unlocking the economic potential of the partner countries.

It is important to emphasize that "One Belt, One Road" does not boil down to mere economic
assistance or unilateral export of resources and technologies; its core lies in a model of mutually
beneficial cooperation. Researchers led by Shen Yi [8] point out that the "One Belt, One Road"
strategy is characterized by its rich content, clearly defined features, and well-defined priorities; its
successful implementation requires deep coordination among all stakeholders in areas such as aligning
national strategies, selecting investment projects, and managing risks.

3. Practical Results and Key Achievements of the "One Belt, One Road" Initiative

3.1 Breakthrough achievements in the development of an interconnected infrastructure

Over more than a decade since the launch of this initiative, large-scale infrastructure
construction has achieved remarkable results. The "China–Europe" rail trains – a landmark project of
the land-based Silk Road – now operate across more than 20 European countries and serve over 200
cities, establishing themselves as a key logistics corridor connecting the Eurasian continent. As part of
the Maritime Silk Road initiative, China, together with its partners, has implemented a number of
major port projects, including the Piraeus Port in Greece and the Gwadar Port in Pakistan,
significantly enhancing the connectivity of the regional maritime transport network.

Railway diplomacy represents one of the most prominent areas of infrastructure cooperation
under this initiative. The China–Laos railway project and the Jakarta–Bandung high-speed rail line,
both implemented by China in collaboration with Southeast Asian countries, have not only
modernized the local transportation infrastructure but have also provided a boost to the economic
development of the surrounding regions [9]. The successful implementation of these projects
demonstrates the initiative's pragmatic approach—from planning to practical execution—as well as
China's high technological potential and extensive experience in the field of infrastructure construction.

3.2 Deepening trade and investment cooperation

Unimpeded trade represents one of the core pillars of cooperation under the "One Belt, One
Road" initiative. Research by Zhou Jialin and co-authors [10] demonstrates that China's trade structure
with countries participating in the initiative is becoming increasingly diversified and balanced, while
trade interactions are exerting a positive influence on the economic growth of the partner countries.
Sun Zhouyin and his colleagues utilized network analysis to describe the topological connections
between the "One Belt, One Road" trade network and the global trading system, confirming the
strengthening of intra-regional trade links and the formation of a relatively autonomous trade
exchange subnetwork.
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In the investment sector, China has become one of the largest sources of foreign capital for
countries along the routes of the Belt and Road Initiative. An empirical study by Zhang Yabin, based
on panel transnational data and a gravity model, demonstrates that measures aimed at simplifying the
investment regime under the "One Belt, One Road" initiative have significantly stimulated China's
direct foreign investment into partner countries, while also observing a trend of shifting capital flows
from resource-intensive industries toward high-tech sectors. Li Xiaoming and Li Chunmei established

3.3 Humanitarian Exchanges and Mutual Understanding Among Peoples

The mutual understanding among peoples serves as the social foundation for implementing the
"One Belt, One Road" initiative. Through educational cooperation, cultural exchanges, tourism
development, joint efforts in the healthcare sector, and other forms of interaction, mutual
understanding and friendship between the residents of China and its partner countries along the routes
of the initiative continue to deepen. The "One Belt, One Road" scholarship program has provided
substantial support to students from these countries wishing to study at Chinese universities, while
fostering mutual understanding between young generations. The development of specialized areas of
cooperation—such as the Healthy Silk Road and the Cultural Silk Road—has further expanded the
scope and forms of humanistic dialogue.

4. Characteristics and requirements of the new phase of high-quality development

4.1 Strategic Transformation: From Extensive Expansion to Quality Improvement

In October 2023, the Third "One Belt, One Road" International Cooperation Forum was held in
Beijing. President Xi Jinping announced that the joint implementation of the initiative has entered a
new phase of high-quality development. This transformation signifies a shift in the focus of project
implementation: from emphasizing the quantitative growth in the number of projects and their
geographical coverage to prioritizing development quality, cooperation efficiency, and financial
sustainability.

The main requirements of the high-quality development phase encompass four key areas:First—
implementing stricter oversight of the economic viability and financial sustainability of projects to
prevent undue debt burdens; second—prioritizing environmental protection and ecological efficiency
by integrating green development principles throughout the entire life cycle of infrastructure projects;
third—leveraging technological innovations and digital transformation to achieve deep integration
between the digital economy and the real economy;

The fourth aspect involves the alignment and mutual recognition of international standards and
norms, as well as the enhancement of the institutionalization and regulation of partnership relations.

4.2 Green Silk Road: Exploring pathways toward building an ecological civilization

The Green Agenda serves as the fundamental principle guiding the high-quality development of
the "One Belt, One Road" initiative. Since 2015, when the document "Perspectives and Actions for the
Joint Implementation of the Economic Belt of the Silk Road and the Maritime Silk Road of the 21st



Vol 12.No 8. August 2026Page 159

Century" officially announced the joint establishment of the Green Silk Road, China has successively
issued a series of normative and regulatory documents, thereby establishing the institutional
framework for the ecological development of the project. In 2019, the International Alliance for Green
Development under the "One Belt, One Road" initiative was officially established as a platform for
political dialogue, exchange of scientific knowledge, and transfer of environmental technologies
among partner countries

4.3 Digital Silk Road: A new space for cooperation in the era of the digital economy

The Digital Silk Road serves as a crucial factor in ensuring the high-quality development of the
"One Belt, One Road" initiative. As the world's second-largest digital economy, China possesses
significant advantages in areas such as 5G, artificial intelligence, e-commerce, electronic payments,
and other fields, while cooperation in the field of the digital economy with countries along the routes
of the initiative continues to deepen. By the end of 2022, China had signed Memorandums of
Understanding on cooperation under the Digital Silk Road initiative with 17 countries and established
bilateral "Silk Electronic Commerce" cooperation mechanisms with 23 countries.

4.4 The Innovative Silk Road: Scientific and Technological Cooperation and Innovative
Development

Innovations serve as the primary driving force behind the high-quality development of the "One
Belt, One Road" initiative. The establishment of the Innovation Silk Road is oriented toward scientific
and technological partnerships, technology transfer, and the cultivation of qualified professionals; its
overarching goal is to enhance the development potential of partner countries through scientific and
technological advancements. Specific initiatives include: establishing joint laboratories under the "One
Belt, One Road" initiative to conduct fundamental research and collaborate on cutting-edge
technologies; implementing major international scientific programs to jointly address global scientific
challenges; forming zones for scientific and technological innovation cooperation as regional hubs for
breakthrough developments; and creating innovation hubs to concentrate scientific and technological
resources [4].

5. Existing challenges and response strategies

5.1 Key Challenges

Despite the impressive achievements of the "One Belt, One Road" initiative, a number of
complex challenges remain on its implementation path. The foremost of these is the issue of debt
sustainability: certain partner countries are facing debt burdens resulting from the implementation of
large-scale infrastructure projects, which necessitates a more thorough assessment of the financial
viability of each project. Secondly, there are geopolitical risks: competition among major powers and
regional conflicts may create obstacles to the successful implementation of projects under this
initiative. Thirdly, ecological and social risks remain pertinent—large-scale projects can impact local
ecosystems and the lives of indigenous communities; therefore, it is essential to enhance
environmental impact assessments and improve management of social risks. In addition, due attention
must be paid to discrepancies in standards and regulations, cultural particularities, as well as the
insufficient level of managerial potential in the host countries.
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5.2 Response Strategies

To address the aforementioned challenges, the further development of the "One Belt, One Road"
initiative entails continuous improvements in work across the following areas:

The first objective is to deepen the pre-project feasibility assessment to ensure a harmonious
integration of economic, social, and environmental efficiency across projects;

The second objective is to refine risk mitigation mechanisms and establish a multidimensional
risk assessment system that encompasses political, economic, legal, and environmental aspects.

The third objective is to promote multi-stakeholder collaboration by engaging a broader range of
international financial institutions and developed countries in forming a diversified financing structure;

The fourth objective is to enhance transparency by ensuring the timely publication of project-
related data and actively considering the interests of all stakeholders;

The fifth principle is the orientation toward the localization of facility operations, compliance
with national legislation and cultural traditions of the host countries, and facilitating the organic
integration of projects into the economy of the host countries.

6. Conclusion and Prospects

The "One Belt, One Road" initiative is a significant international public good proposed by China
to the entire world. Over more than a decade of development, it has evolved from a theoretical concept
into practical actions, and from strategic prospects into tangible achievements. From the concept of
inclusive globalization to the stage of high-quality development, both the theoretical framework and
the practical mechanisms for implementing the initiative have been continuously deepened and
expanded. New areas of partnership, such as the Green, Digital, and Innovation Silk Roads initiatives,
have provided additional impetus to this initiative.

In the future, as the "One Belt, One Road" initiative continues to advance, it is essential to
consistently adhere to the principles of joint discussion, joint development, and joint utilization.
Greater emphasis should be placed on the quality of development, green low-carbon initiatives, and
digital transformation; efforts must be made to actively address challenges in areas such as debt
sustainability, environmental protection, geopolitics, and other risks, while strengthening partnership
relations within the framework of this initiative. Through further alignment of policies, enhancement
of infrastructure connectivity, simplification of trade procedures, expansion of mutual financial
support, and deepening of mutual understanding among peoples, the "One Belt, One Road" initiative
will undoubtedly make an even more significant contribution to building a community with a shared
future for humanity and achieving the goals of sustainable development for the planet.
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